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From the Editors’ desk
A robust faith
I’m sure you’ve heard of the colloquial expression, “He doesn’t have a
leg to stand on” – meaning a person cannot even begin to mount a
defence of his or her actions or point of view. Well, more or less, that
expression is found in the New Testament – only twice in fact, and
within the space of a few verses of each other.1

In this issue of NT we continue with our ‘apologetics’ feature on page
15. It equips us to do what we are all called upon to do2 – to make a
defence of the Christian hope within us. Sometimes, however, as the
article in this issue suggests, it can seem as if we are on the back foot
when we do this. So, on this occasion, Peter has gone on the offensive!

The Bible itself goes on the offensive in the referenced section of
Romans (below). Twice, very boldly, we are told that it’s those who
refuse to acknowledge God who are in an indefensible position! They
are ‘without excuse’, which some Bible lexicons and dictionaries
explain literally as ‘having no defence’. This, however, is very far from
the perception of those who suppress the truth (1:18), having
exchanged the truth of God for a lie (1:25) – even though they knew
God (1:21), they no longer see fit to acknowledge God (1:28).

This exposure of such a deep-seated, wilful agenda shows that
sometimes our defence will be more about honouring God than
winning arguments, whenever we encounter those whom God Himself
has given over to a depraved mind (1:28). But it’s better to be on the
back foot, than not to have a leg to stand on!

Other things challenge our faith besides the arguments of the sceptics.
One such thing is affliction in our life and in the lives of our loved
ones. The reality and value of faith which is placed in the sovereign
Lord is attested to when the grace of God is seen to radiate such a
positivity as permeates our first article.

Faith is a noun, but it’s also an action word. David Woods, later in this
issue (p.14), gives us an example of stepping out in faith.

A faith that has answered its critics, helped us through the challenges of
life, and set the course of our life, is one well worth sharing, which is
exactly what our back cover report encourages us to do with those for
whom we have developed a real and spiritual personal concern.

Faith which is authentic should be seen by our children (check out
p.13), but even so, thankfully, we’re reminded by the biblical examples
of Jephthah and Samson that we don’t have to be perfect for God to use
us. Israel certainly were not, as Martin likewise reminds us (p.10). Not
perfect, but we should be different, as Richard explains in the latest
instalment of our Upside Down Values series.

Look out for the ‘shield of faith’ in Geoff’s article (p.4). Its correct use
helps us to remain ‘on fire’ for God – and on target to express
attractively ‘the Faith,’ with the definite article, as is touched upon in
our Back to Basics study feature (pp. 6,8). Read and believe!

Brian
References: (1) Rom. 1:20; 2:1 (2) 1 Pet. 3:15
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I have been asked to write about something personal. And
so I have decided to write about something that invaded
my life in February 2010, and has never been far from my
thoughts ever since – my diagnosis that I had Parkinson’s
Disease. I was 67 years old.

I knew very little about it (other than that my elderly aunt
in England had it, and that it was very disabling for her).
Rather frightening. I certainly know a lot more now. I
learned that it is the loss of dopamine transmitter cells in
the brain, which control body movement and many other
things. I learned that, by the time it is diagnosed, usually
about 80% of the dopamine is gone for good, that the
cause is not known and there is no known cure. An
affliction like this, when you realize where it can lead, can
become almost overwhelming.

And so I began to talk to the Lord about it. Gradually my
perspective began to change. Familiar Scriptures began to
take on a deeper meaning, such as ... in Him we live and
move ...1 – as the reality dawns that every move any of us
makes requires drawing strength from the Lord Himself
(though we may seldom think about it). And we’re told
that Christ upholds (present tense) absolutely everything
by the word of His power.2 And so I began to realize that I
am not helpless, that this disease is not in control. The
Lord is, but I am going to have to learn to rely on Him for
EVERYTHING (which goes against my own nature) –
another stage in my spiritual journey.

Parkinson’s Disease increasingly causes mobility
problems - uncontrolled movements, rigidity, imbalance,
tremors, facial ‘masking’ (you look as though you’re
angry at everyone), loss of speech, etc., etc., etc. But you
don’t know the way you look or sound – you lose your
ability to tell. One of God’s greatest-ever gifts to me, I
have realized, is my wife Sandra – for all her support and
for her honest feedback as to what I need to know. And
affliction is every bit as hard for the care-giver.

As I have met other patients in the past year I have come
to realize just how good God has been to me. I had an
early, accurate diagnosis (not “let's wait and see what
happens”, like so many, since time is of the essence). I
have been given a great specialist neurologist, in a world-
class Mobility Disorders facility, who directed me to a
rare Parkinson’s-specific physiotherapy clinic. My job is

now to keep up the daily exercises. When we told people
about my diagnosis (coming out in the open really helps),
their compassion and support abounded. I know that
many people pray a lot for me, which makes me very,
very grateful. When people ask for specific advice as to
what to pray for, I ask them to pray that I will continue to
be motivated to keep up my full exercise program. I have
learned that the right exercises, done properly, make such
a difference – both physically and neurologically. It’s
medicine.

As I lift my thoughts above myself, I am reminded that
many people deal with serious afflictions of various types,
a lot of them worse than mine. It raises my compassion
level, makes me more understanding, and encourages me
to go to God for them also. So far I have been spared
thoughts of bitterness or unfairness, and my motivation
has remained high to do what I can. I want to be there for
my three children and their spouses, and for my five
grandchildren; they are so important to me. None of us
wants to become useless, and my desire of the Lord is that
He will continue to live through me, to His glory –
wherever that takes me.

Would I have chosen to have the affliction of Parkinson’s
Disease? Of course not. But we don’t get to choose our
afflictions. But as I increasingly come to realize how the
Lord is working in my life through it (including through
many people), there are so many positives. God is very
good. Praise His name. Please keep praying.

References: (1) Acts 17:28 (2) Heb. 1:3
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Dealing with Affliction
Keith Dorricott, Toronto, Canada

I began to talk to the Lord about it. Gradually my perspective began to change.
… the reality dawns that every move any of us makes requires drawing strength
from the Lord Himself.
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Put it out?
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada

The barn was on fire. We were
watching helplessly. Apparently an
elevator being used to get hay
through an access door at the top of
the giant barn had caught fire, but not
stopped operating. So each successive
bale on the track had become a
flaming missile, shot onto the top of
the pile of dry hay in the barn. The
volunteer fire brigade arrived with
two vehicles, and quickly ran out
their hoses. Firemen erected a
reservoir resembling a super-size
children’s paddling pool, which was
rapidly filled from the pumper truck
that then went away again to refill at a
nearby creek, while those manning
the other fire engine used the
reservoir as a continuous source of
water. The process was repeated, but
soon the barn was no more than
incombustible ash!

It is encouraging to read in the ‘Best
of Songs’1 that many waters cannot
quench love. Fire is correctly used as
an illustration of the strongest of
emotions. Calvary love is the
strongest of the strong, the best of the
best; it could not be quenched. Some
of that love has overflowed into our
hearts,2 by the Holy Spirit. We know
we have it when we see evidence of
the Spirit's motivation and enabling in
us. Yet sometimes we seem to try to
shield ourselves from this flame,
perhaps fearing that it will consume
us.

Those who study Christian
apologetics will be familiar with the
defence of the personality of the Holy
Spirit, by reference to our being able
to insult Him, grieve Him and resist
Him, each meriting detailed
examination so we don’t become
guilty of these awful things. We may
also attempt to quench Him.3 As the
New International Version of the
Bible simply expresses Paul’s
statement: Do not put out the Spirit’s
fire.4 In contrast, Paul also writes that
we can be well-equipped to put out
ALL the fiery darts of the evil one.5

To do this we need to use the shield
of faith.

Although the work of the Spirit may
take different forms, it is noticeable
that in many places in the New
Testament His work is seen in the
context of people speaking. Some
starting references for that study are
given in the footnotes.6 So if we were
to ask ourselves, “How might I be
guilty as an individual of trying to
quench the Holy Spirit?” the answer
may well be evidenced in what we
say, or don't say. Do we speak with
bitterness, anger, protest or
confusion? Do we try to silence the
expression of views by others? Do we
fail to say a word of comfort when
it’s needed? These may all be
evidences of opposition to the Spirit’s
work.

You may have noticed that it was said
of some that they always ‘resisted’
the Holy Spirit. The thought here is
like someone who is leaning so hard
into a strong wind to try to move
against its direction, that if it stops
blowing they would fall. The context
for this statement in Acts 7 is
submission to prophetic statements
about the pattern for God’s house.7
We can resist observing that pattern
for our practices in serving God. In so
doing we would be resisting and, in
another metaphor, trying to quench
the Spirit.

It is the Holy Spirit who produces in
us our worship, which surely reaches
its peak when we are called together
in churches of God for this purpose.
Each brother is given something to
offer to God (and/or to build up
fellow saints); 1 Corinthians 14:26
can leave no doubt about this, and the
source is the Holy Spirit Himself.8
But are we inappropriately silent at
such times? If you have ever
wondered whether you are guilty of
trying to quench the Spirit, this is one
sure measuring stick.

Another work of the Holy Spirit that
we might attempt to quench in our
lives is found in Paul’s closing words
to the Church of God in Corinth.9 He
tells us of the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit. To share communally in the
setting of the effective and pure
operation of a church of God is one
evidence of the Spirit’s work, and an
important one. It is fellowship within
a church, and a fellowship of
churches – a community – that He
produces. Think of all the
characteristics of God the Father, God
the Son and God the Holy Spirit that
could have been referenced by Paul
here, but he chooses only one for
each, and for the Spirit it is the matter
of fellowship. Paul’s choice was itself
pressed into its place in the mould of
Scripture by the Spirit.10 If we avoid
sharing spiritually and practically in
church fellowship are we not again
trying to quench the Spirit? How
much of our average week is
expended in the company of fellow
Christians? And did we seek out that
company because of love for them?
Churches of God should be the best
demonstration on earth of this divine
and loving evidence of God working
in the hearts of men and women.
Many waters cannot quench love, and
the love of God and grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ can and should be seen in
harmony with the fellowship
produced by the Holy Spirit. But do
we seek an alternative to this
community of believers?

Each divine initiative will be met with
an adversarial response from the evil
one, often in the form of an insidious
imitation of what God does. His ‘fiery
darts’ will therefore likewise often
take the form of spoken words, but in
direct conflict with the Word of God.
Sometimes they will come like
unabated missile attacks, like burning
bales into the dry hay! God knows



5

A fundamentalist Christian?
Peter Hickling, Cromer, England

The world was shocked when on July 22nd 2011 a 32-
year-old Norwegian, Anders Breivik, killed about 70
young people in an attack on a summer camp on an island
near Oslo, having diverted attention by a bomb in Oslo
itself. He was both mad and bad; mad because no rational
thinking could conclude that the result he wanted would
be obtained by the means that he used, and bad because of
his murderous evil means. Yet he described himself as a
‘fundamentalist Christian’, thus giving ammunition to the
prejudiced and ignorant.

The name ‘Christian’ belongs to followers of Christ,1 who
said, “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse
you.”2 In this case even the wrong was imagined, and one
must doubt whether there was any genuine faith in Christ;
the action was wholly unchristian.

The word ‘fundamentalist’ has become a theological
swear-word and, like all swear-words, loses any real
meaning. People take it to mean a fanatical obscurantist,
with a closed mind and an intolerant approach. But where
did it come from? In 1910 twelve small books were
published in America, defending traditional Christian
doctrines, and from those were taken five items as
‘fundamentals of the faith and of evangelical
Christianity’. These were the inspiration and infallibility
of Scripture, the deity of Christ, His virgin birth and
miracles, His penal death for our sins, and His physical
resurrection and personal return. These were not new, of
course, and were simply a restatement of historic Biblical
Christianity, in opposition to ‘liberal’ doctrines that were
gaining credence at that time. In the minds of some
‘fundamentalism’ is associated with ‘right-wing’ political
ideology, but one can see that there is no such connection.

The Churches of God who publish this magazine do
subscribe to these fundamentals, but we would hesitate to
adopt the label ‘fundamentalist’ because of its pejorative
connotations (at least to English ears). Others feel the
same, so those who accept Scripture as the supreme
authority commonly call themselves evangelicals. It is a
useful distinguishing mark, but it might be better to avoid
the use of labels altogether, and simply call ourselves
Christians.

References: (1) Acts 11:26 (2) Luke 6:27-28

Bible quotations from ESV

how susceptible we are to this. We
are combustible, the question is
simply, who we are going to let do
the burning? Surrendering to the
Spirit’s fire will fully deploy the
Word of God and leave nothing in our
lives that the enemy’s fiery darts can
ignite.

References: (1) Song of Songs 1:1
NASB margin; 8:7 (2) Rom. 5:5 RV
(3) Heb. 10:29; Eph. 4:30; Acts 7:51;
Is. 63:10 (4) 1 Thes. 5:19 NIV, UK
(5) Eph. 6:16 (6) John 16:7-14; 2 Cor.
13:14; Eph. 4:29-30; 5:18-21; Phil. 3:3
(7) Acts 7:44-49 (8) 1 Cor. 12:7-11
(9) 2 Cor. 13:14 (10) 2 Pet. 1:21

This full-colour book is an attractive
compilation of contributions by Karl Smith,
Greg Neely, Dave Webster, David Viles, Brian
Johnston, Geoff Hydon, David Woods, Ed
Neely, Craig Jones, James Needham, Leonard
Ross and Keith Dorricott.

Originally published in NT throughout 2009,
these articles together show how the call of
Christ touches every aspect of our life and
service for God. The illustrations and
challenges complement the Biblical exposition
to present a very readable and appealing book.
Additional study questions at the end of each

chapter give the reader opportunity to explore the topics further. This can
also be used as a basis for individual or group study times.

As well as giving us all a great deal of food for thought, this book is an
ideal primer for sharing with friends who are already believers on the
Lord Jesus a balanced introduction to collective aspects of discipleship.
Available from Hayes Press

Put it out? cont…



6

“On this rock I will build My church, and the gates of
Hades shall not prevail against it.”1 This triumphant
declaration, made with the shadow of Calvary looming
ever closer,2 has thrilled disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ
ever since He began that majestic spiritual work,
anticipated at Caesarea Philippi, of building His Church, a
body undefiled, incorruptible and unassailable by all the
powers of the Enemy.

The Church, His Body: ‘The Mystery of Christ’

In describing the pre-eminence of the risen, exalted
Christ, the Apostle Paul refers to His position as head
over all things and also refers to the church, which is His
body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.3 That
believing Gentiles should be brought together with
believing Jews to be fellow heirs, members of the same
body, is called the mystery of Christ,4 hidden through the
ages in God, yet now revealed by the Spirit to His holy
apostles and prophets.5

Throughout his epistles, Paul reveals more concerning
this Church. It is composed of believers on the Lord Jesus
Christ,6 who have been cleansed by the Word7 and
baptised in the Holy Spirit.8 It is now the means by which
the manifold wisdom of God might be made known … to
the principalities and powers in the heavenly places.9 It is
precious to Him10 and in a coming day He will present
that Church to Himself as a bride not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing,11 all glorious in bright
garments!

This great building project began at Pentecost, when those
gathered in Jerusalem were baptised in the Holy Spirit
according to the promise of the Father.12 There the Lord
Jesus began to build, binding together those who believed
in His name into an unseen body, the fullness of Him to
whom all fullness belongs.13 It is an enterprise which
continues today through the work of the gospel, and will
not be complete until He comes to claim His own, when
both living believers and the dead in Christ will be united
to meet the Lord in the air.14

The Church and the churches of God

The Greek word translated ‘church’ in our Bibles literally
means ‘a called-out gathering’. The Church, His Body is a
gathering of those who have responded to the call of the
gospel,15 but an examination of the New Testament use of
the word ‘church’ reveals that not all references refer to
this company.

When Stephen stood before the Sanhedrin, he recounted
Israel’s early history as the congregation (literally
‘church’) in the wilderness,16 having been called out of
Egypt by the command of God through Moses that they
might serve Him. Yet Israel’s passage through the
wilderness cannot be associated with the progress of the
Church, His Body, since the Lord made clear in Matthew
16 that the building of this Church was a future project.
Similarly, in Acts 19 we read of Demetrius’ call to the
men of Ephesus to join together against the preaching of
Paul. Although many answered his call, the assembly
(literally ‘church’) was confused, and the city clerk
recommended that proper enquiry be made to the city
authority, the lawful assembly (‘church’).17 Though
described by the same Greek word, the rabble assembled
by Demetrius to contend against the gospel had no
connection whatsoever with the spotless gathering
constructed by Christ on the basis of gospel acceptance.

So we are compelled to conclude that not every use of the
word ‘church’ in the New Testament pertains to the same
gathering. What then of the ‘church of God’, often
referred to in the New Testament? Since the inception of
this magazine, it has been consistently taught that the
Scriptures draw a crucial distinction between ‘the Church,
His Body’ and ‘the churches of God’. Nor is this
distinction an academic matter. It is our conviction that an
understanding of the divine will for disciples today still
requires this vital distinction to be observed, that we may
rightly divide the word of truth18 as we seek to serve God
in faithfulness to the Spirit-breathed pages of His Word.

There are many important differences between the
Church, His body and the churches of God. First amongst
these is that there is only one Body which is being built
and preserved by the Lord Jesus.19 In contrast, there are
many churches of God, in specific geographical localities,

Back to Basics

The Church and Churches of God
– similarities and differences

James Needham, Birmingham, England
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overseen and nourished by elders, to be a testimony for
God on earth.20 Although the Body of Christ will never
physically meet as one until it is gathered to meet the
Lord in the air, churches of God meet together regularly,
and individual believers move between churches, their
reception for fellowship in divine service being
commended by letters provided by their own assembly.21

Secondly, the Church, His Body is associated with
salvation and entered by baptism in the Holy Spirit, by
which all are brought together into one without distinction
on any ground.22 Being in a church of God, however,
requires baptism in water, and is associated with
obedience in service, in which distinctions are drawn
between masters and servants, men and women and their
respective responsibilities in service.23

Finally, we discover that the unassailable nature of the
Church, His Body, against which all the powers of evil
are utterly without effect, is not shared by the church of
God in local testimony. Neither the Church the Body
itself,24 nor the individual believer’s place in it,25 may be
threatened by any act or omission. Yet, the place of an
individual in a church of God, being based upon
obedience, may be lost.26 What is true of an individual
can be true of an entire church of God, which may be
susceptible to destruction on account of persecution27 or a
falling away from the truth.28

The Church displayed in the churches of God
Yet the drawing of this distinction between the Church,
His Body and the churches of God is not to say that there
is no synergy between them. It is not the purpose of His
glorious Church to remain anonymous before the world. It
is His Body, responding to the direction of the Head,
working through believers on earth to display the majesty
of His accomplished work. And it is in churches of God
that the unity and vitality of His Church should be
displayed – through local assemblies forming one
community which, operating according to His pattern,
display in microcosm the precious attributes of that great
unseen Church.

As the Body of Christ as an entity is impervious to sinful
influence, remaining as a matter of necessary fact subject
to Christ,29 the commandments embodied in the apostles’
teaching, given to direct the behaviour of disciples, must
have application in a forum where failure is a possibility.
The commands and practices which together form “the
Faith” are directed towards people gathered together
according to His will in churches of God. It is by
fulfilling these commandments, in unity towards each
other and in obedience towards the Lord, that the beauty
of the Body of Christ shall be displayed in a broken
world. The unity of the Body will be seen by united
teaching and practices amongst believers30 who are united
together in love;31 and it will be established through saints
using the gifts given to them by the Holy Spirit for the
edification of the Body.32

You are body of Christ Paul told the Corinthians.33 They
were not, of course, the Body in all its fullness, but in

character ‘body of Christ, and members individually’. In
churches of God today, we follow in their stead, seeking
to give effect to the glorious unity and obedience of His
Body in local, earthly testimony. As each church of God,
and so the community as a whole, derives its unity from
the Body, so each local church should reflect the
wonderful attributes of that Body. The prize is well worth
winning, for by doing so we shall come to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect
man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ
… growing up in all things into Him who is the head –
Christ.34

References: (1) Mat. 16:18 (2) See v.21 (3) Eph. 1:22-
23; Col. 1:18 (4) Eph. 3:4 (5) Eph. 3:5 (6) Eph. 5:30 (7)
Eph. 5:25 (8) 1 Cor. 12:13 (9) Eph. 3:10-11 (10) Eph.
5:25,29,31-32 (11) Eph. 5:27; Rev. 19:7-8 (12) Acts 1:4-
5 (13) Eph. 1:23 (14) 1 Thes. 4:15-17 (15) Rom. 8:30;
Eph. 3:6 (16) Acts 7:38 (17) Acts 19:32,39 (18) 2 Tim.
2:15 (19) Rom. 12:5; Eph. 4:4; Mat. 16:18; Eph. 5:23,29;
1:22-23 (20) 2 Thes. 1:4; 1 Cor. 1:2; Acts 20:17,28; 1
Thes. 1:1,8 (21) Acts 18:27; Rom. 16:1; 2 Cor. 3:1 (22)
Eph. 3:6; 1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:25-28 (23) Acts 2:41-42; 1
Tim. 3:15; Col. 3:18-4:11; 1 Cor. 11:11,16; 14:33-35
(24) Mat. 16:18 (25) John 10:28-29; 1 Cor. 3:15 (26) 1
Cor. 5:1-2,13; Mat. 18:15-17; Titus 3:10 (27) Acts 8:1;
Gal. 1:13 (28) Rev. 2:4-5 (29) Eph. 5:24 (30) 1 Cor.
4:17 (31) 1 Cor. 12:21-26 (32) Eph. 4:7-16 (33) 1 Cor.
12:27 (34) Eph. 4:13-15

Bible quotations from NKJV
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Back to Basics

Living to God’s pattern
Don Williamson, Littleton, USA

‘Kingdom living’ seems to be a popular
expression among many Christians
today. I understand the thought behind it,
but I’m also aware that life is full of
clichés with little depth of thought about
their meaning or consequences. You
cannot live a life that is centred on
yourself and the pleasures of this world
and then have a token two-hour church
experience and call that living to God’s
pattern. When the Lord Jesus explained
to His disciples that He was the good
Shepherd, He stressed, “The thief comes
only to steal and kill and destroy; I came
that they may have life, and have it
abundantly.”1 Yes, we have life in Jesus
because of His atoning work at Calvary,
but the Lord wants us to have a fuller
dimension of this life, and He calls it
abundant!

Living as a member of the Body of
Christ
The apostle Paul gives us a truer insight
as to the characteristics of the abundant
life of believers with his words;
Therefore if you have been raised up
with Christ, keep seeking the things
above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. Set your mind on the
things above, not on the things that are
on earth. For you have died and your life
is hidden with Christ in God.2 It would
seem that the key is having a ‘mindset’
that we belong to Him and that it is no
longer ‘I’ who live, but Christ living in
me. One thing we have to admit is that
making a statement or quoting a line is
much easier than actually living out the
reality of these words. Perhaps it goes
along with the saying, “I’d rather see a
sermon than hear one any day!”

Are you a walking sermon? The
challenge of this way of life does not
usually come from the outside, but from
the inside. The people of Israel had this
problem when it came to the pursuit of
idols. They were not forced to go after
the gods of the other nations; it appealed
to their carnal nature and they set up
dead idols, replacing the living God in

the process. We would never do that,
would we? Here is what Paul says,
Therefore consider the members of your
earthly body as dead to immorality,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed,
which amounts to idolatry.3 We cannot
allow such desires to dominate our lives
and at the same time hope to experience
the fullness of Christ's abundant living.
In a practical sense we are to put off
things like anger, wrath, malice, slander,
abusive speech and lying to one another.

We need to replace those words with a
focus on what our lives are to look like;
So, as those who have been chosen of
God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of
compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience, bearing with
one another and forgiving each other.4
Understandable? Of course! Is it easy to
put into practice? Maybe not. The Spirit
of God, knowing our weaknesses,
continues through Paul to instruct,
Beyond all these things put on love,
which is the perfect bond of unity.5 Even
the best of intentions needs the
sustaining foundation of our love for the
Lord Jesus. We are to be like Him as He
was the perfect example of such living
characteristics.

You will have noted the words ‘put on’.
This suggests a determined action on our
part to put into our daily reality a
conduct that reflects the quality of those
words. If you really want to see how you
measure up, just apply these
characteristics to your everyday actions
and see how you do. The other key word
in this area of living is ‘let’. Let the
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in one
body; and be thankful. Let the word of
Christ richly dwell within you, with all
wisdom teaching and admonishing one
another with psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness
in your hearts to God.6 Sometimes we
‘let’ the pressures of this life dictate what
our life will consist of. The suggestion
here is to yield what is already the
Lord’s – our life – and enjoy His peace,
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bask in His Word and at the end of the day be truly
thankful. These things are to translate from words to
deeds. Our living should be done in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

Living life in a local church of God
Guess what? Everything you have learned from living as
a believer in the Church the Body, applies to your life in a
Church of God. I read an interesting quote the other day,
‘When we get a grip on the reality of eternity and the
superiority of the kingdom ... living from a kingdom point
of view becomes a privilege, not a problem.’7 First we
should be eternally thankful for the fact that we are able
to live a life after God's pattern. Without the new birth,
the saving grace of the Lord Jesus, we would be like the
walking dead. But in the power of a new life in Christ, we
are able to proclaim the excellencies of Him who has
called [us] out of darkness and into His marvelous light.8
We can ‘put on’ Christlike characteristics, letting Christ
rule in us abundantly, according to His purpose.

Does that sound like a two-hour token church experience?
The richest expression of Christian living should be found
in a church of God. When Moses was instructed to go to
Egypt and bring out the people of God, he was to say to
Pharaoh, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let My
people go that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the
wilderness.’”9 The purpose of God was to have a people
to worship Him and serve Him. Although there are many
benefits for each of us individually living our lives
according to His Word, the goal of Christlike living is to
fulfil that same purpose today as God set out in the
beginning, and to see its expression in a collective service
for God. Living the Christian life in a church of God
should be exciting because it is a call according to His
purpose. The church’s experience when gathering is of
those who have been ‘living’ and have now come to sing,
praise and pray with thankful hearts. This should be our
high watermark of service to the King! It is the collective
expression of God’s people in worship, witness and
waiting. In our waiting, we call upon the Lord in prayer,
seeking His help while looking for His return. In our

witness, we give an acknowledgement of the saving grace
of the Lord Jesus and His claim on our lives, and in our
worship, we bring our sacrifice of worshipful hearts for
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

We face the same challenges to our ‘living’ collectively
as we do individually. We often use 1 Corinthians 13 at a
wedding service to show the true meaning of love. Paul is
showing how we in the church should act towards each
other as these gifts (of chs.12&14) are exercised in love.
It is a description of the highest form of living stressing
faith, hope and love, noting that the greatest of these is
love!10 How does your church reflect the characteristics of
kingdom living? Remember, we are the church, so if we
criticize, we are criticizing ourselves. Self examination is
a good thing if it either confirms or leads to obedience to
God’s Word. Do we recognize God’s pattern? Can we
understand the words? Of course we can. Now we just
have to do it! Let's experience kingdom living.

References: (1) John 10:10 (2) Col. 3:1-3 (3) Col. 3:5
(4) Col. 3:12-13 (5) Col. 3:14 (6) Col. 3:15-16
(7) J.Stowell, Discovery Series: Kingdom Living (8) 1
Pet. 2:9 (9) Ex. 5:1 (10) 1 Cor. 13:13

Bible quotations from NASB

1. What are four different
applications of the word ‘church’
found in the New Testament?

2. How many differences between
the Church (Christ’s Body) and
local churches of God did you
discover in these articles. Are there
any more which you can add?

3. What characteristics of the Body
should similarly characterize local
churches of God?

4. Would you care to try to sum up
in your own words some of the
characteristics of the abundant life?

5. What ways have you found
helpful in translating Christlike
characteristics which you have
understood from Bible-reading all
the way into your actual daily
conduct?

6. Discuss, or personally reflect, on
the connection between singing,
praising and praying when we
gather as a local church of God and
our ‘living’ daily as members of the
Body of Christ.

STUDY FEATURE
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Sunday School pupils might have long enjoyed Elijah’s
triumph over the prophets of Baal, but given the
somewhat salacious background to this false god, it’s
perhaps not too surprising that a ‘theo-biography’ has not
traditionally featured on their curriculum! But no
understanding of the Old Testament is complete without
knowing the prominent role that Baal played in Israelite
life.

The Israelites seem to have managed to avoid falling into
idolatry while captive in Egypt, despite the polytheistic
society. Post-exodus, the Israelites largely stayed loyal to
God although with some notable exceptions.1 But it didn’t
seem to take long for them to fall headlong into idolatry
when they entered Canaan. Judges 2 records, They
forsook the LORD … who had brought them out of Egypt.
They followed and worshiped various gods of the peoples
around them.2

What was behind this sudden departure after generations
of relative faithfulness? The key factor was social co-
habitation, including marriage, amongst the Canaanites.
As reviled slaves in Egypt and then pilgrim wanderers in
the desert, there was simply limited opportunity for this to
happen before then.

Judges 10:6 lists the false gods that the Israelites
worshipped. It’s no shock that Baal, a God of the
Caananites, is first on the list: They served the Baals and
the Ashtoreths, and the gods of Aram, the gods of Sidon,
the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites and the
gods of the Philistines. Who was Baal?

Baal means master, and thus to worship Baal usurped the
position of the Lord. We learn from ancient Syrian texts
that he was known as the storm god, the bringer of rain,
and therefore fertility, to the land. His nickname was
‘Rider of the Clouds’, and often described using
meteorological terms like clouds, thunder, lightning, hail
and, most importantly, water.

It’s easy to imagine how he might appeal to people living
in an arid and agriculturally marginal area, where the
fertility of land was so vital to preserving life. The
Israelites experienced God as a powerful desert warrior
God, whom they counted on to march in with His
heavenly armies when needed. But as they settled into the
land, they perhaps became convinced that Baal was in
charge of the more mundane aspects of everyday life, like
rain, crops and livestock. Yet the Israelites never
completely abandoned the worship of the true God. To
put it bluntly, they had one God for crises and another
god for everyday life (this is called syncretism; we can be
guilty of that too!)

Baal worship involved prostitution, designed in part to
encourage this fertility to continue (read Hosea and
Jeremiah for the graphic details). It seems particularly apt,
then, that the metaphor of prostitution was used in Judges
8, and that of adultery many times elsewhere, to describe
Israel’s unfaithfulness.

There was no prospect of Israel’s God just letting all this
happen, though. It’s no accident that various scriptures
portray God using images consistent with the Baal myth.
God speaks from the mighty waters, His voice lightning
and His words thunder.3 God is described as shooting
flashing arrows from the heavens as He rides in a chariot
in the clouds.4 It is God alone who rules over the waters
of the deep and controls the raging of the sea.5

God is showing Himself to be the real deal, not just in
words, but in actions as well. Judge Deborah’s song of
victory has an unmistakably watery motif, “O LORD,
when you went out from Seir, when you marched from the
land of Edom, the earth shook, the heavens poured, the
clouds poured down water. ... The river Kishon swept
them away, the age-old river, the river Kishon.6 She knew
that it is God who is in control of the elements, not Baal.
The famous Carmel contest was further proof of this,
giving strong meaning to Elijah's prayer that rain would
be withheld, as a direct challenge to the rain-god! And
Elijah even added insult to the priests’ injuries by soaking
his sacrifice to God with water to show that this was no
barrier to His almighty power.

Outlasting the Judges by centuries, Baal worship thrived
until the time of the exile, even as a quasi state religion
under Ahab and Jezebel. Although the problem largely
faded after the return from exile thanks to Ezra and
Nehemiah’s reforms, Israel has been so passionately
monotheistic ever since that most Jews incorrectly view
accepting Jesus as the Son of God as a forbidden return to
polytheistic syncretism.

References: (1) Num. 25; Amos 5:26 (2) Judg. 2:12
(3) Ps. 29; 104:7 (4) Ps. 76:3-9; 77:16-20; 97:1-5; 104:1-
4; Hab. 3:4-9 (5) Ps. 77:16; 89:5-13; 93:3-4 (6) Judg.
5:4,21
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The book of the Judges

Israel and the Baals
Martin Jones, Toronto, Canada
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The story of Jephthah in Judges 11 is
one of the great tragedies in Scripture.
Here was a man who, because he did
not grasp what God desired of him,
brought about untold sorrow for
himself and his family.

Jephthah was rejected – the son of a
prostitute, he was banished by the
sons of his father’s wife. But,
throughout the book of Judges we are
shown that God will use men and
women to accomplish His purposes
despite their lowly status, their
failings and their foolish actions.
What grace! God brought Jephthah
back to accomplish His purpose in
defeating the Ammonites. But
Jephthah did not have a full
understanding of God’s character, and
of what God required of him. And so,
before battle, he vowed that if God
would give the Ammonites into his
hand, he would sacrifice whatever

came out of the doors of his house on
his return home. That vow led to
tragedy. As Jephthah approached his
house, his daughter came out to meet
him in celebration. He fulfilled his
vow (and so it seems his daughter's
life was indeed sacrificed, although
some Bible scholars take the view she
was surrendered like Samuel for
lifetime service). God took no
pleasure in his foolish actions (child
sacrifice was explicitly condemned1)
– as is often repeated in the book of
Judges, Jephthah did what was right
in his own eyes. Should he have
made such a rash vow? No! Should
he have then kept the vow? Having
trespassed in his rash talk, he should
have brought a trespass offering
(Lev.5:4-6), but was likely unaware
of the Law's requirements.

The Ammonites were defeated, not
because Jephthah had made such a

vow, but because the Lord was
present.2 God did not bring victory to
Israel because He took pleasure in
Jephthah’s foolish vow, but because it
was in His purposes to do so! God
can and will use us, too, despite our
foolish actions. But let us not make
the mistake of not grasping what God
wants from us, not understanding His
character. To do that, we must be
steeped in His Word (and so see what
is right in His eyes, not our own). We
should not make rash vows as
Jephthah did, but let us simply serve
the Lord in the ways He has asked.

Bible references: (1) Deut. 18:10 (2)
Judg. 11:32

Israel had suffered continuous
oppression by the Philistines for 40
years when Samson was born. An
only child from a barren mother,
promised by the appearances of the
Angel of the Lord, dedicated as a
Nazarite to God from the womb, he
would begin to save Israel from the
hand of the Philistines.1 Samson was
certainly special. As the young man
grew up the Lord blessed him and the
Spirit of the Lord began to stir him.

Joshua had provided vital advice to
Israel that had repeatedly been
forgotten, and Samson literally
proved that, One man of you puts to
flight a thousand, since it is the
LORD your God who fights for you,
just as he promised you.2 However he
also proved the dangers of association
and marriage with the Philistines as a
snare and a trap for you ... and thorns
in your eyes.3 In the life of Samson
we see great strength, but also

weakness; great resolve, but also the
same mistakes at the beginning and
end of his twenty years of service.

Was Samson motivated throughout
his life by a desire to deliver Israel, or
was it more a reaction to the personal
consequences of his own selfish
desires: what was right in his own
eyes? While it may be tempting for us
to judge Samson harshly for all his
wasted potential and visible flaws –
we, in honestly considering our own
lives, need to remember that
following our own selfish desires will
have consequences for us and our
service. We can also take comfort that
God still used Samson4 and can use
us despite our own flaws and repeated
mistakes.

Samson perhaps accomplished more
in his death than his whole life. Blind,
humiliated and humbled, he called out
to God and thus fulfilled his work in
beginning to save Israel, after around

75 years of oppression. Samson may
have been a man of impressive
physical appearance, yet he was
imperfect through sin. In our Lord
Jesus Christ however, we see not only
the one man who knew no sin, but the
very Son of God: our saviour from
the bonds of sin, who completed so
much through His sacrificial death
and resurrection.

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in
the strength of his might.5

References: (1) Judg. 13:5 (2) Josh.
23:10 (3) Josh. 23:12-13 (4) Judg.
14:3-4; Heb. 11:32-39 (5) Eph. 6:10
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Jephthah: foolish promises
Stephen McCabe, Belfast, N.Ireland

Samson: a flawed saviour
Gareth Andrews, Belfast, N.Ireland
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Upside down values

Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness
Richard Hutchinson, Cullybackey, N.Ireland

This article deals with yet another sort of person largely
overlooked in secular society, but valued in Christ’s
manifesto for His kingdom, the Sermon on the Mount:
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. A
determination to do right and see right being done cannot
be a successful tactic in the aggrandizement of one’s lot.
The world sides more readily with those whose morals
follow the relativist’s motto: “There is no right or wrong,
save that which you decide for yourself.”

The Lord’s promise to those gathered with Him on the
mountainside, however, was that those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness will be satisfied.

What can we take from that? First, we should get a handle
on what exactly the hunger and thirst is for.
Righteousness means ‘self-evidently right and just’, an
absolute value, one with no grey areas, but perfect in and
of itself. It is therefore, necessarily, of God.

In what way might one hunger and thirst for such a thing?
Two examples present themselves. Firstly, we can desire
to see the righteousness of God at work in the world
around us, where we see so much inequity and that desire
shall certainly be satisfied when the kingdom of God
becomes a physical reality with Christ’s return to rule and
sit as judge over the nations.

More pertinently, though, we can long for the revelation
of God’s righteousness within ourselves, aware of how far
we are from exhibiting it in our lives.

In the second case there is a much more present
application – there has to be with each Beatitude given
that “Blessed are” is present tense, implying a
contentment in each instance in the here-and-now –
because we can experience a genuine sense of God’s
righteousness in our lives today. Indeed, this should be a
hallmark of the spiritual kingdom of God today.1

How so? We must first acknowledge the Cross in this
work before all else because for our sake He made Him to
be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become
the righteousness of God.2 The Lord Jesus, who was
perfectly righteous, took our sin, so that we might take
His righteousness in its place. We would have no chance
at satisfaction without that, no matter how we hungered or
thirsted, and through Christ’s death there is a
righteousness that is ours already in an eternal sense. That

is secure and, when all is said and done, it is that
righteousness that God will recognise as our right to be in
His presence, both in meetings of the church and in
eternity to come.

And yet, there is still a hunger for it within the one whose
mind is attuned to Christ’s kingdom, a present-tense thirst
for the experience of righteousness in the here-and-now.
Can we satisfy that desire in the midst of a world living
by different values?

Having the desire for righteousness is half the battle, for
even among Christians there are too many who are
satisfied with what the world offers. But the appeal of
God in Isaiah is pointed – “Why do you spend your money
for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which
does not satisfy?”3 If the currency is our time, our
attention, our love, what do we spend it on? God is
offering to let us “buy wine and milk without money and
without price”,4 are we taking Him up on it or are we
spending ourselves fruitlessly on the emptiness of the
world?

Further on in Christ’s sermon, He spells this out for His
audience: “Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall
we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things,
and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you.”5 If we have in
front of us at all times the needs of the kingdom, and our
role within it; if we put our spiritual needs before our
physical needs then we can trust that God will bring
everything else into place too. That is faith, which in itself
is a form of righteousness6 and which allows you to eat
what is good and delight yourselves in rich food.7

References: (1) Rom. 14:17 (2) 2 Cor. 5:21 (3) Is. 55:2
(4) Is. 55:1 (5) Mat. 6:31-33 (6) Rom. 4:3 (7) Is. 55:2
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“Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness,

for they shall be satisfied” Mat. 5:6
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The reality is that no matter whether we are good
examples or bad examples we are nonetheless teaching
our children by our example! The things we do and do not
do; the things we say and do not say; the priorities we
have; our ambitions; the relationships we nurture; the
pastimes we cherish; the traditions we develop: all set an
example for our children from an early age. They may
follow them or they may reject them. But the example is
set. And the same is true about the way we live our lives
for the Lord Jesus. Do we read our Bibles daily, make
prayer a staple in our spiritual diet, forgive others readily,
use our gifts and fulfil our ministries, gather regularly and
faithfully with our church, voluntarily become involved in
the lives of those in the church, live victorious Christian
lives even in the middle of affliction and trial? Our
children are watching and learning how we deal with life.
And they will, more often than not, follow the example
we set for them. As elders are to be examples to the
flock,1 so too parents are to be examples to their children.

Timothy was influenced by a mother and a grandmother;
their sincere faith was noteworthy. He saw it and
appropriated it for himself.2 They obviously taught him
from his formative years about the Scriptures and the
Saviour of the Scriptures and he was solidly founded
upon his God.3 This was as a result of a lifestyle he
witnessed in them, not just a “Sunday-go-to-meetin”
Christian facade. In fact, no matter who we are, young or
old, parent or not, someone younger in years or someone
younger in faith is watching us, as a child watches his
parents. No wonder Paul wrote: Therefore be imitators of
God, as beloved children4 and then goes on to describe
what that looks like for us.

Mothers, be aware that in the first few years of your
children’s life, you will have a tremendous influence upon
them if you are the parent spending the most amount of

time with them. They come to you for comfort, for
protection, for loving, for compassion, for teaching, for
forgiveness. Though not just to mothers, Solomon’s
instruction is most prudent: Train up a child in the way he
should go ...5 Literally, that reads ‘according to his way’
and suggests that we are to train our children, not all the
same way, but according to the uniqueness of each child.
It is discerning, time investing, exhausting work. But
there is no more honourable investment than the one we
make in our children!

Fathers, Paul does not let us off the hook: Fathers, do not
provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the
discipline and instruction of the Lord.6 How easily, by
abusing our positions of authority in a family, fathers can
be overly demanding and unduly harsh. We need to be
extremely careful about that. The old saying: “My way or
the highway” just might push our children out onto the
highway, the very horror we want to avoid. For by our
exasperating them, Paul points out that they lose heart.7
There probably isn’t anyone reading this that wants to do
that to their children. We want their hearts to be full and
overflowing with the person of Christ whom we imitate,
as Paul said: Be imitators of me, just as I also am of
Christ.8 Not just an imitator of us, but of the One who is
our foundation, our example.

So analyze the example you are setting for your children.
Is it one the Lord is happy about? Paul said: ... we have as
our ambition ... to be pleasing to Him.9 Is that your own
ambition, Mom, Dad? Is that your ambition for your
children? They’re watching your life! Are you?

References: (1) 1 Pet. 5:3 (2) 2 Tim. 1:5 (3) 2 Tim. 3:15
(4) Eph. 5:1 (5) Prov. 22:6 (6) Eph. 6:4 (7) Col. 3:21
(8) 1 Cor. 11:1 (9) 2 Cor. 5:9
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Teaching children by example
Greg Neely, Toronto, Canada
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Tell us a little about your
background and current
circumstances.

I really thank God for an upbringing
in a Christian family. For my parents,
God’s things were a priority and that
rubs off on you! I wasn’t much of a
devoted disciple in my early teens,
but God started to impact my life in
my late teens when the Bible began to
become very real and incredibly
enjoyable. The Holy Spirit brought
the Word of God to life, and at the
same time there were increasing
opportunities to become involved in
local church (Cullybackey, Northern
Ireland) and wider district activities
like Young People's Meetings and
Christian Camps. God was creating a
deep-rooted love for His things in my
life and providing opportunities to
become involved in service.

Hayley and I began our relationship
while I was studying at university.
After graduating, I moved to England,
to take up employment and be closer
to my fiancé! Following our marriage,
we settled into church life with the
lovely assembly in Manchester.
Again, I thank God for bringing
Hayley and me together (she’s such a
wonderful person and a great friend)
and for linking us to such a loving
church, where God’s things were
paramount and great teachers helped
to feed and nurture.

Our two lovely children (I am
somewhat biased) Sam (9) and Pippa
(7) didn’t seem at all fazed by
daddy’s ‘new job’ news and so far
understand and accept why daddy is
out most evenings and away at
weekends! Morning Bible reading
and prayers are special times, and like
any parents, we long for them to
become precious children of God.

In Acts 13:2, the Bible gives us a
window onto how God’s call became
apparent to Saul and Barnabas; how
was it in your case?

After moving into work, I never
really felt that any job I had was a

long-term one. I wasn’t looking for
the next opportunity for promotion; it
just didn’t feel as though this work
was what I should be doing! At the
same time God kept challenging me
through the Scriptures, especially the
examples of those great men Moses,
Ezekiel and especially Jeremiah. I just
couldn’t read Jeremiah 1 without the
Spirit prompting my heart – “before
you were born I consecrated you; I
appointed you ...”1

Before we were engaged to be
married, Hayley had once asked me if
it was possible that I would feel
called to full-time service. That’s a
strange thing for your future wife to
ask! The Holy Spirit was preparing
Hayley too.

In a nutshell, I had what I can only
describe as a peculiar experience on
Easter Sunday nine years ago. While
the speaker was talking about the
Lord’s sacrifice, and I was focusing
on a Bible text poster on the wall, I
believe the Lord spoke to me, telling
me that I was to be His and that I
would suffer in service for Him
(we’re yet to discover what He meant
by that). It took over seven years to
be convinced that it was God
speaking, and not just my overactive
mind. Through a sequence of events,
conversations and increasing peace as
we worked through God’s will, it was
clear that ‘the call’ was genuine.
Romans 11:29 kept appearing: the
gifts and the calling of God are
irrevocable. I know it’s taken
somewhat out of context, but this
verse was a real confirmation of
God’s call to me.

What were the biggest challenges to
faith in stepping out?

Overwhelming feelings of
inadequacy, inability and spiritual
immaturity! Those feelings still
persist now, so I’m continually
learning that God has promised to
“put words in your mouth”2 and His
power is perfected in weakness.3

It’s been a struggle to learn to trust
God to provide for us as a family.
God had blessed us in our lives, and
sufficient funds came through
monthly from my employer! We
knew we’d be stepping away from
that regular ‘security’ of a monthly
paycheck and relying on God’s
people for income! Through His
Word God confirmed to us time and
again that He would provide. He’s the
God who sees4 and for that reason we
placed our faith in His ultimate
knowledge of what’s best for us. He
has not let us down.

What has been the biggest
adjustment so far?

I think the biggest adjustment has
been for Hayley because she has to
put up with her husband being around
the house a bit more during the day!
Personally I’m finding it a struggle to
compartmentalize my brain into
working through multiple
responsibilities that are filling the
diary. Previously, the focus was
usually on one upcoming task and all
energies would be put into that. Once
complete, I could move on to the
next. It’s not the same now! I’m still
adjusting to that.

What are the ‘desires of your heart’5

before the Lord?

That verse is precious because there’s
a promise in there. By delighting in
the Lord, He will give the desires of
our heart. I’m very concerned for the
condition of the Churches of God in
the Western world, right here on my
doorstep. I’m burdened about apathy
and a pervasive lack of interest in

Stepping out in faith
An interview with David Woods, Manchester, England
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Let us reason
Peter Hickling, Cromer, England

Sometimes Christian apologetic writing can sound – well,
apologetic – as though it always has to be on the back
foot against the aggressive scientific bowling. Yet this is
very far from the case. The ones who need to justify their
position are those who rely on logic and reasoning from
observed facts, yet deny the existence of any external
source of rationality.

In a purely mechanistic scheme of things, where does
thought derive from? It must be from the action of
neurons in the brain. But is this random, or purposeful? If
it is random, then there is no reason why its result should
be reliable; confronted with the same set of input data the
result could be quite different. This would invalidate
thought, reasoning and science itself. Someone desperate
to maintain the ‘naturalist’ (as distinct from the
‘supernaturalist’)1 position might argue that the human
mind had evolved in such a way as to eliminate by natural
selection neural interactions that resulted in false answers,
but there is no reason why this should be so. Truth or
rationality are not necessarily advantageous in the
struggle for existence. On the other hand, if the
interaction is purposeful it opens the window to an
external source of rationality. Our own experience tells us
that the rational cannot be ascribed to the irrational. C.S.
Lewis wrote, ‘Each particular thought is valueless if it is
the result of irrational causes. Obviously, then, the whole
process of human thought, what we call Reason, is
equally valueless if it is the result of irrational causes.
Hence every theory of the universe which makes the
human mind the result of irrational causes is inadmissible,
for it would be a proof that there are no such things as
proofs, which is nonsense. But naturalism, as it is
commonly held, is precisely a theory of this sort’.2

The present-day apostle of atheism, Professor Richard
Dawkins, boasts that he bases his position entirely on
evidence,3 but that evidence of itself is merely undigested
fact. Its interpretation requires reasoning, and Dawkins
does not recognise that he needs to justify the validity of
rational thought, which he has simply taken for granted.

Most people take it for granted too, with every
justification, because they see that it forms the foundation
of our ordinary lives. Scientists who seek to challenge the
fundamentals of thought should be aware that they are
metaphorically cutting off the branch that they are sitting
on!

This is a Christian magazine, of course; how does all this
affect us? First of all, our God is Reason personified, and
the source of all rationality. We should not be afraid of
scientific enquiry, but we should always be wary of
sometimes unspoken assumptions. God said, ‘Come now,
let us reason together ...’4 The very title Needed Truth
assumes that there is such a thing as truth, and that it is
right to seek after it. This applies to both religious and
scientific truth; they should not be thought of as
antithetical, for the same God is the originator of both
physical and spiritual universes. In both realms
assumption and inertia are the enemies of truth. We need
to be like the Bereans, examining the Scriptures daily to
see if these things were so.5

References: (1) See C.S. Lewis, Miracles, Ch. 2 for
definitions of these terms (2) C.S. Lewis, Miracles, New
York, Macmillan Publishing Co., 1947, p.21 (3) R.
Dawkins, The God Delusion, Black Swan 2007, pp.319,
320 (4) Is. 1:18 (5) Acts 17:11
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spiritual things (and it’s not just
outside of our churches that I’m
thinking of). My personal desires are
to be pleasing to God in all respects,
to discharge the responsibilities He
has given me with wisdom and grace
and to witness, as a result, a
strengthening and a maturing of the
people of God here in the UK and
beyond. We also desire that the
friends, neighbours and people we
speak with at our church activities

will come to realize who Jesus Christ
really is. At the moment it seems so
tough to break through.

How can we best pray for you in
your service for the Master?

Please pray that God will confirm a
sustainable schedule of activities and
responsibilities that will be to His
glory, and provide the strength,
wisdom, patience and grace required
to fulfil His call. Pray also that as a

family we’ll continue to enjoy God’s
good things and His daily provision
for us. We don’t want Satan to spoil
our family in any way.

To the King of ages, immortal,
invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen.6

References: (1) Jer. 1:5 (2) Jer. 1:9
(3) 2 Cor. 12:9 (4) see Gen. 16:13-14
(5) Ps. 37:4 (6) 1 Tim. 1:17
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A Personal Concern
John Kerr, Ayr, Scotland

Years ago, American evangelist Billy Graham
came to Great Britain, hired large stadiums like
football grounds, and thousands travelled miles to
hear the gospel at these events. Thankfully, many
were saved. I remember at that time
correspondence in the newspapers, one
contributor writing, ‘Why should I take my
neighbour two hours’ journey across London to
hear the gospel when I can tell it to him across my
garden fence?’

From then on I became increasingly aware of my
responsibility to at least try to make sure my
neighbours, friends and colleagues had the
opportunity to hear the gospel. I found that
personal conversation is sometimes not adequate
to make those we want to witness to aware of the
gospel’s full content. Especially the seriousness of
rejecting the Saviour and facing the wrath of God
with eternal consequences. I turned to writing
letters and enclosing a personal booklet about
what is important to me. I wrote two such
booklets, one short and simple called ‘Seven steps
to Heaven’ for such as drug addicts who more or
less never went to school, then one for thinking
family, friends and acquaintances called ‘My
Faith’ to give credibility to the gospel.

This has extended now far beyond people I know
and whose lives have crossed with mine in some
way. For some time now in the daily newspapers
and television there have been constant reports of
people’s misbehaviour put in the public domain.
These persons, many of whom are well-known
public figures, are obviously distressed that their
behaviour is not only public knowledge, but their
close family discover unpleasant things about
their loved one. Also there are soldiers who have

lost legs, for example, and persons who have been
the subject of serious hospital errors. My wife and
I can well sympathize with those facing severe
health issues, as we have been through this
ourselves. These occasions provide a wealth of
opportunities to draw people’s attention to the fact
that we have discovered there is no better way to
face difficulties in life than to know God in a
personal way and be assured of His forgiveness
through faith in Christ Jesus.

We don’t save people, only God does; so you and
I have to know firstly that our exercise is from
God; He must be in it. Then prayer, all our
prayers are vital to support any work, whether the
church as a whole or personal.

At first, my letters were too heavily weighted in
favour of preaching to people. I soon realised that
a better way is to win people’s confidence and
then gently encourage them to read the booklet –
let it communicate the essentials of the gospel.

Most recipients do not reply, but there are
sufficient who do reply to indicate that letter and
booklet are appreciated and challenging, which of
course is what the gospel does. Here is part of a
reply, ‘I appreciate you sending me ‘My Faith’. I
can see that you have put a lot of thought and
effort into it…your faith shines through each page
bringing hope and peace to those who read it…
thank you for your kind thoughts and prayers…it
means so much to me.’

With friends and neighbours, establishing
friendship first is important, but even with that six
people refused. The Saviour said that if the world
hates you, remember it hated Me before it hated
you. However, I believe that one day as a result
someone will hear the knock of the Saviour on
their ‘door’ and say, “Please come in,” (compare
with Rev. 3:20).


