
The Bible explains:

However, to the man who does not
work but trusts God who justifies the
wicked, his faith is credited as
righteousness. 2 

If faith is the means of obtaining
God’s mercy, what is the object of
that faith?

This righteousness… comes through
faith in Jesus Christ to all who
believe. 3

The fact that Jesus died to deal 
with human sin is God’s great
demonstration of his love for us.
It is our individual responsibility
to place faith in Christ and accept

God’s mercy.  This is God’s New Deal.
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(1) Titus 3: 4, 5.
(2) Romans 4: 5.
(3) Romans 3: 22. 
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The U. S. President of the time, Herbert Hoover,
believed that the depression could be reversed by
individual enterprise and self help. Hoover was
sympathetic towards the poor and unemployed, but
sincerely believed that the solution to their problems
lay in their own hands.

With the election of President F.D. Roosevelt in 1933
the American government changed its policy.
Roosevelt instigated a programme of government
spending on public construction projects; financial aid
to struggling farmers, and stricter regulation of the
banking and financial system. These measures
became known as the ‘New Deal’ and broke the cycle
of depression by creating thousands of jobs.

It was not until the philosophy of self help was
abandoned that the Great Depression began to lift.

The idea of self help is the accepted norm when
people think of their eternal wellbeing. Many believe
that there is a God and a life after death and cling to
the idea that it is by their own good deeds that they
will secure a place in heaven; in other words, a self-
help philosophy. 

The Bible teaches that gaining the approval of God by
our own efforts is a mistaken belief, no matter how
sincerely held:

But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour
appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous
things we had done, but because of his mercy. 1 

It is clear from this that no-one is good enough to
earn God’s mercy.  But if we cannot earn God’s mercy,
how are we to obtain it? 

The Wall Street Crash of 1929
triggered an industrial slump and
depression. Unemployment and
poverty soared. Because of the
prominence of the U.S.A. in the
world economy, what happened in
America had serious effects
throughout the industrialised world.


