
McCaig’s
Tower

As one of Scotland’s premier tourist towns, 
Oban is overlooked by a Roman Coliseum-
type monument. Viewed from the harbour, 
it forms a very impressive sight as it is 
silhouetted against the sky. But what is it? 

It is a permanent monument to big-hearted 
local banker, John Stuart McCaig, who had a 
care for the town’s people.

Good Plans
McCaig had decided to assist the local unem-
ployed stone masons by employing them to 
build a monument that would be a permanent 
asset and bene�t to the area. The tower, begun 
in 1897, was to house a museum and a statue of 
the philanthropist. McCaig had good plans but 
his untimely death in 1900 meant that the 
source of �nance dried up and although he left 
money to further his project, the will was set 
aside by a court action brought by his surviving 
sister. There was no one willing to complete the 
building. 

The tower sadly became known far and wide as 
McCaig’s Folly. The locals do not like that title 
because McCaig intended to do good and it is 
now known as McCaig’s Tower.

The story of this tower is a reminder of the story 
Jesus told regarding a man who planned to build

 a tower but did not sit down, plan properly and 
count the cost (1). An un�nished tower spoke of 
the man’s folly as he could not �nish what he 
had began.

Be prepared
None of us can see what lies ahead neither can 
we tell when our days will be over. What will we 
leave behind? A life that has the reputation of a 
folly or something that will commend us for   
what we have achieved? In this parable Jesus 
implies that we are foolish if we do not plan   
ahead. The surest thing in our life is death. Have 
you planned for that?

How can we know and plan? The Bible says that 
if we die in our sins then we cannot be in 
heaven and our life work will be a folly (2). It 
doesn’t need to be like that. Jesus said that he 
didn’t come to call the righteous, but sinners (3). 
To realise we are sinners is necessary, and to be 
�t for heaven we need to prepare. Are you 
prepared? You need to repent (be sorry for your 
sins) and accept Jesus as your Saviour.  

No regrets
To rescue you from hell cost Jesus his life on 
Calvary’s cross, and he completed the task - no 
folly there! Accept his free  salvation today and 
you will be prepared and leave no regret or folly 
behind you.

References in the lea�et are from the Bible:
(1). Luke chapter 14 verses 28 - 30.
(2). John chapter 8 verses 21-24.
(3). Matthew chapter 9 verse 13.
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