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FOR FURTHER HELP CONTACT:

Bible references: 
1 Acts 1:3;  2 1Corinthians 15:6;  3 Romans 4:25;    
4 Acts 17:6;  5 Romans 10:9.

The history books tell that at the Battle of Hastings in 
1066 there was a point when it appeared that the 
Norman armies would fail. They had fought for long 
hours without success, to storm King Harold’s stock-
ades, and they were beginning to loose heart.

Then a rumour started to spread among the infantry 
that Duke William had been killed. 
When William heard this, he immedi-
ately pulled off his helmet, stood up 
in his stirrups, and rode up and 
down the Norman lines shouting, 
“I am alive! I am alive! I am alive!”

The similarity with the Easter story is clear. The cross 
and crucifixion of Jesus was no private event. Almost 
everyone in Jerusalem would have known that the 
“prophet from Galilee” had been executed. Then, a 
little later in the weekend, there was a report running 
through the city like wildfire, that He had risen from the 
dead. It was as if the Lord had flung back the mask of 
death, and was shouting “I am alive! I am alive! I am 
alive!”

Here’s how Luke, the author of the Bible book called 
The Acts of the Apostles records it: “He showed 
Himself alive”, 1  adding that the self-revelations of the 
risen Lord were “infallible proofs”. Nothing short of that 
would have been able to convince Christ’s first follow-
ers for, despite their disbelief, Jesus appeared and 
spoke with them, and even ate a meal with them! 

On one occasion when more than five hundred men 
and women were together, He came and spoke with 
them all. 2 As a result this small band of people became 
charged with a new life and power. 

They proclaimed the Gospel that Jesus Christ was 
“delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to 
life for our justification”.3 They “turned the world upside 
down”.4

Jesus is alive today, as millions will testify, and you 
can know Him and this wonderful newness of life. “If 
you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe 
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 
shall be saved”.5
  Ian Macpherson
  MEW
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      I AM
ALIVE!

William raises his visor 
in this extract from the 
Bayeux Tapestry.


