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“For God so loved the world that
he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who
believes in him will
not perish, but have
eternal life”
John 3:16
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1 cross
+3 nails
4 given

Well, does it add up? How can one man’s death on a cross,
held there by three 1st Century nails, result in forgiveness for me?
It is the ultimate question of the Christian
Faith. Unless the “sacrifice” of Jesus really
worked, really “reconciled” (bought back
together) God and His creation, then the New
Testament merely tells about a good man,
wrongfully murdered, and what He achieved
during his short life.

The strange thing is that it is almost impossible
to grasp how it works, unless you have a very
basic understanding of the Jewish faith, and
the concept of “Blood Sacrifice”. Throughout
the Old Testament there are examples of
something dying so that another might be
saved. The main one is the Lambs that were
sacrificed back in the time of Moses, so that
the exiled Jews in Egypt could daub the posts
of their homes’ front doors with the blood, so
that the angel of death would pass by on the
night that every Gentile first born child died in
Egypt.

The New Testament says that Jesus was the “Lamb
of God”, God’s son, sent to be the sacrifice whose
blood would force the angel of Death and eternal
separation from God to pass by those who believe in
His name and sacrifice, so that they can experience
the Love of God and reconciliation to Him, and the
promise of eternal life in His presence (what we call
Heaven).
So the Bible’s teaching is that one cross and three
nails did mean forgiveness of sins and reconciliation.
Today billions of people across the globe, past and
present, acknowledge Jesus as the man He said He
was, the Son of God, the Sacrificial Lamb.
Yes, its heavy weight theology, but it is what makes
the Christian Faith unique, and the ultimate answer
to the ultimate question of the meaning of Life.
If you want to find out more, why not contact the
people listed on the back of this leaflet.
Mark Walford

