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FOR FURTHER HELP CONTACT:

 On 5th November 1605, Guy Fawkes was caught 
in the cellars of the Houses of Parliament with several 
dozen barrels of gunpowder. It was the intention of the 
conspirators to blow up King James I with Members of 
Parliament, and other prominent men of the day. Guy 
Fawkes was subsequently tried as a traitor with his 
co-conspirators for plotting against the government. 

 He was a member of an extremist group who 
thought that Roman Catholics were getting a raw deal 
from Protestants. Even though some in the government 
were trying to improve the liberties of Roman Catholics, 
the group were not prepared to wait for the political 
process to get what they wanted. They paid a high price 
for their actions. 

A day to remember
 The following year, it became an annual custom for 
the King and Parliament to commission a sermon to 
commemorate the event. The first of many Gunpowder 
Plot Sermons was delivered by Bishop Lancelot 
Andrewes. We all know the children’s rhyme, but the 
annual fixture of 5th November in our national calendar is 
originally due to the bishop’s persuasive sermon in 
which he reminded people that God is in overall charge 
of things. His will is done. God had ordained the day in 
which the King and MPs were saved from death and 
that Guy Fawkes and his followers were caught.  

 The sermon was not making a sectarian point, but 
focused on the need to thank God for his grace in saving 
us. Andrewes based his sermon on words from Psalm 
118 verse 24: “This is the day that the LORD has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

 That is something you and I should always remember. 
Every day we live is a day given to us by God and we 
should thank him for it.  Even when times are bad there 
is always something for which to thank God. Have you 
thanked God today? Did you thank him yesterday? Will 
you thank him when you get out of your bed tomorrow? 
That is something worth remembering to do. But you 
need to trust Him.

How you can remember… 
 If you put your faith and trust in Jesus Christ, He 
will save you - from something far worse than what 
threatened King James I. He will save you from God’s 
judgment upon all your sin - your wrongdoing of 
thought, word and deed. If you put your faith and 
trust in Jesus Christ, H e will forgive you and give you 
a new life - eternal life. God will not remember your 
sins - ever. 

 Why not remember God right now and make this 
prayer your own?

Remember, remember 
the fifth of November 

Gunpowder, 
treason and plot. 

I see no reason why 
gunpowder treason 

Should ever 
be forgot... 

SOMETHING 
TO REMEMBER! 
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 Almighty God,  
 Please forgive me for living life my own way and not 
how you want me to live. I remember my sins before you 
and ask your forgiveness. Thank you that Jesus Christ, 
your Son, died on the cross for my sins. Although I forgot 
Him and had no time for Him, He remembered me when 
He suffered. I put my trust completely in Him and in what 
He did for me on the cross. 

 Help me to live each day remembering to give 
you thanks for everything and help me to learn more 
about you from your book, the Bible. 

 In Jesus name, I pray. Amen. 
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