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Great events
attract great crowds.
Royalty, local officials
and newspaper reporters
claim their privileged seats
while the rest of the people
linger outside locked gates
and secure fences.
Everyone wants to be
there to see what is
happening and to share
the excitement.
The greatest event in the
history of the world took
place about 2000 years
ago in a small town in
a Roman-occupied
province in Israel.

David Webster

The small town of Bethlehem was quiet that night and this great event the birth of a boy - took place in a stable because the inn was full.
But only Mary, the child's mother, and Joseph her husband knew what
was special about the newborn infant. They had been told, "You are to give
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins," and,
"He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High."
The important local people knew nothing about it. It was shepherds out on
the hillside who were the first to hear the good news. The message came to
them, "Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ
the Lord." Suddenly a great company of angels appeared, praising God and
saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his
favour rests."
Mary and Joseph did receive visitors that night; ordinary shepherds who
were the first to see God's salvation and who returned to the hills glorifying
and praising God for what they had seen. But that wasn’t all. God had told
the important news to wise men in a distant country. They came bearing gifts
and asking for the infant King because, "We saw his star in the east and have
come to worship him." Israel’s King Herod knew nothing about it and when
he did find out, his only thought was to eliminate his rival.
The effect of that great event is still being felt today, as men, women and
children around the world believe in that baby who, when He was grown up,
died for their sins. The Bible says about Jesus, "For God was pleased to have
all his fulness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things ...
by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross."
Jesus was born for you. Don’t be like Herod who tried to exclude Jesus
from his life. Instead, thank God for a Saviour, Jesus Christ, who died for
you on the Cross. Gods wants to hear your prayer of gratitude for His Son
who suffered in order to bring peace between God and you.

"Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!"

