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Olympic Games
Theoffirst
modern times were

held in Athens in 1896.

Why Athens?
Because it was in ancient
Greece that the Olympic
idea originated. Between
776 BC and 393 AD,
celebratory games were
held at regular intervals at
a place called Olympia,
hence Olympic Games.
Ancient or modern, the idea
of the Olympics remains
the same; a contest
between the best athletes,
to prove which of them is
the supreme champion.
For such an accolade, men
and women put themselves
through rigorous training,
leading to that final musclecracking, lung-bursting
effort as they go for gold.

The victor’s prize in the modern games is a gold
medal. In the ancient games it was a plaited crown
of leaves. One of the Bible writers called Paul,
was very familiar with athletic games. He
wrote: “Everyone who competes in the games
goes into strict training. They do it to get a
crown that will not last; but we do it to get a
crown that will last forever.” 1
What did he mean by "a crown that will last forever"?
Near the end of his life, Paul wrote again about a race and a
crown: “I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there
is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
... will award to me on that day - and not only to me ...” 2
In both these passages, Paul compares his Christian life to
a race, and his reward when his life is over to the victor’s
crown. This eternal reward he looked forward to is "a crown
that will last forever."
What is it that gives Christians such deep assurance that all
will be well when this life is over? Listen to the words of Jesus:
“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will
live, even though he dies …do you believe this?” 3
Do you believe this? If not, then go for GOLD! Through
faith, take Jesus into your heart and life now, experience the
forgiveness of sins, and secure a crown that will last forever.

